
Planning for Historic Preservation       Spring 2017 
Planning 757          J. Myrick Howard 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to historic preservation and its role in the 
planning and development process.  The seminar will highlight current activities in historic 
preservation.  As President of the Historic Preservation Foundation of North Carolina, Inc. 
(Preservation North Carolina), a private nonprofit statewide preservation organization, I’ve been 
involved in the development of numerous preservation laws and programs in North Carolina.  My 
background is in planning and law.  Preservation North Carolina is best known for its endangered 
properties program, through which it purchases and resells properties. 
 
Course requirements include: 

 Reading and Class participation (20% of grade).   
 Final examination (40% of grade) 
 Class assignments. 
 A semester project.  (40% of grade).  Two alternatives: 

1) A team project: Develop a plan for Caswell Square in Raleigh and for the three 
adjacent blocks to the north and west.  Caswell Square is a public square set aside as 
part of the William Christmas 1792 plan for Raleigh. The recent announcement of a 
proposal to sell off part of the square has revived interest in developing a plan for its 
future.  Each student will be expected to participate in no fewer than three personal 
interviews with practitioners or advocates interested in Caswell Square as the team(s) 
consider the project. Failure to conduct such interviews will be grounds for the student’s 
participation in the project to be considered incomplete.  A presentation will be made at the 
Urban Design Center in Raleigh in April about the team’s proposal for the area. 

2) Individual projects:  The execution of a case study of a successful preservation 
nonprofit organization, especially one which has or has had a real estate program.  
Students will choose an organization from a list and explore what has made that 
organization successful (or not, where appropriate).  The product will be a report no 
longer than 10 single-spaced pages (with footnotes and bibliography) and a brief oral 
summary in class. Photos can be attached as an appendix. (More details to be provided 
separately.)  Required for each project will be at least one interview (per student) with a 
practitioner.  Failure to conduct such an interview will be grounds for the project to be 
considered incomplete.   

Projects due April 13.   
 Attendance at and a one-page analysis of three historic districts, historic properties or 

appearance commission or National Register review committee meetings. 
 
Required Readings: 

 Howard, J. Myrick, 2007.  Buying Time for Heritage: How to Save an Endangered 
Historic Property. Raleigh: Preservation North Carolina. 

 McAlester, Virginia Savage.  A Field Guide to American Houses. Alfred A. Knopf 
Incorporated. (November 2015 Edition)  

 Readings from the Web or on Sakai.  A tentative outline of readings will be distributed.  If 
you haven’t read the required assignment before class, please let me know before class.   

 
Myrick Howard – 919/832-3652 x231 (o) or 919/833-9984 (h) | mhoward@presnc.org 
TA:  Sadie Nott – 914/419-2872, snott@live.unc.edu  


