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PLCY 799.001: RESEARCH SEMINAR ON 

INNOVATION, TECHNOLOGY CHANGE, AND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
MONDAYS, 1:25PM-4:25PM 

PEABODY HALL 216 
 

     
INSTRUCTOR:   MARYANN FELDMAN 
ADDRESS: ABERNETHY 209 
E-MAIL:   MARYANN.FELDMAN@GMAIL.COM 
HOMEPAGE:  HTTP://MARYANNFELDMAN.WEB.UNC.EDU 
PHONE:   919 357 4043 
 
OFFICE HOURS  
 

 
MONDAY 10:00 – 11:00 & BY APPOINTMENT  
 

This is a survey course intended to prepare PhD students to conduct original 
research on topics related to innovation, technological change and economic 
development.  Innovation is a multidisciplinary field, drawing from economics, 
management, sociology, law and history, among other disciplines. This course 
will introduce students to important theoretical and empirical questions, discuss 
fundamental background knowledge from the social sciences, and discuss the 
appropriateness of various methodologies and data sources for tackling open 
research questions.  Key topics include fundamental models of innovation and 
technological change; sources of novel ideas; general purpose technologies; the 
geography of innovation, knowledge spillovers and diffusion; patents and 
intellectual property protection; firm innovative strategy, place-based economic 
development strategy; the sociology of science; and, the use of history as an 
analytic tool 
 
The course is conducted as a seminar with active discussion. The course has 
three objectives: 

• Examine the research literature, exploring both intellectual foundations 
and current developments.  

• Explore the craft of conducting research. In particular, students will 
learn how to use the literature as a resource for research. We will 
explore different data sources, and    

• Consider how scholars participate in academic and policy discussions 
and discuss professional conduct.  

 
Assignments: 
 
Each class will have at least three reading assignments. It may be helpful to keep 
the following sets of questions in mind when reading articles and preparing for 
discussion:  
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Introduction 

- What is the main research question in this study? Why is it interesting? 
- How does it relate to existing evidence on the topic? What's new? 

Theory 
- What are the main concepts and terms the author relies on? Are they 

clear and well defined? 
- Why are the theoretical propositions interesting? Are they generalizable 

and falsifiable? 
 - Does the theory answer the main research question of the paper? 

Empirics  
 - Are the links between the theoretical propositions and the empirical 
hypothesis precise?  
 - Are the empirical variables adequate translations of the concepts and 
terms used in the theory?  
 - Does the proposed methodology make sense? Is the data sample 
adequate and appropriate?  
 - Does the proposed research design make the most use of the data 
available? 
 - Do you believe the results?  
Policy Implications 
 
Students will take turns presenting empirical papers to the class.  We will follow a 
seminar/conference format. One student will take the stance of the author and 
present the paper, while one or two students will assume the role of discussant.  
Everyone should be prepared to discuss the paper.  
 
The major assignment in this course is a research paper on a topic of your choice 
related to the course material. Working towards that assignment you will write 
one book reviews and provide an annotated bibliography.  
 
In total, there are 5 individual written assignments due during the semester:  

a. Book Review  
b. 15 article annotations & synthesis matrix  
c. Research Abstract  
d. Paper Outline (3 – 5 pages)  
e. Final Paper (~20 pages)  

 
The assignments, except the final paper, will be graded and returned to you for 
rewriting and resubmission. The highest grade you receive will be recorded.    
 
The 15 annotated articles will be the basis for your final paper.  I advocate for 
using a matrix/table to summarize the key findings of the individual papers, and 
the methods and data sources used.   
 
Your final paper will be due Monday, December 11.  
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This class provides an opportunity to refine your writing style.  If you feel that you 
need help please visit the UNC Writing Center.  
 
The written assignments in this course are cumulative and related. You will write 
a book review of a book of your choosing.  I am happy to discuss potential 
candidate books with you.  Students will discuss their book in class and share 
their review with classmates.   
 
The book review, annotations and literature review are on a topic of your choice. 
Consider these assignments as building a knowledge base for your future work.  
Of course, the more you read the more likely that your topic will morph and 
evolve.  It is just part of the process.  
 
All assignments should be submitted to Sakai, with a printed copy brought to 
class.  
 
Grades:  The final grade for this course will be computed on the following: 

Individual writing assignments        85% 
a. Book review      20% 
b. Annotations & Synthesis matrix    20% 
c. Abstract       10% 
d. Paper Outline      05% 
e. Final Paper        30% 

Class Discussion                            15%                                                                                          

  

Total         100% 

There is no final exam for this course. 

All written assignments should use 12-point font with 1.5 line spacing.  We will 
use APA style with in-text citations.  (see the UNC Library webpage for additional 
details 
http://www2.lib.unc.edu/instruct/citations/index.html?section=author&page=1) 
 
What I expect from you:  

• Come to class on time, ready to work, having analyzed and thought about 
the readings. Be prepared to participate in the class discussion. This is the 
only way a seminar works!  

• Class attendance and active participation is required. This will be a small 
class. Missing class will have a significant impact on your grade.  

• Conduct yourselves in an ethical and honorable fashion. Be courteous and 
professional. Treat your colleagues with respect. Personal remarks are not 
acceptable. 
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• Produce work of high professional quality – creative and well thought out. 
Presentation matters so your materials should be clearly written, using 
correct grammar and spelling. Please review  

o http://www.lib.unc.edu/instruct/plagiarism/  
o http://www.lib.unc.edu/instruct/citations/index.html?section=introduc

tion  
• Correct use and citation of the intellectual property of others is required.  
• Meet deadlines. Assignments must be submitted when they are due as 

indicated on the syllabus.  
• The schedule is likely to change during the semester.  The syllabus will be 

updated and announcements will be sent out.  Please note that each 
version of the syllabus will have a date in the lower right hand corner.  
When you are in doubt about an assignment, readings, or topic for any 
given day please review the syllabus on Sakai.  
 

What you can expect from me:  
• I will be well prepared for each class, answer your questions (there are no 

dumb questions), facilitate discussion so that everyone who wants to 
participate has an opportunity and even those of you who are reluctant will be 
encouraged.  

• When I don’t know the answer to your questions I will get back to you. I will 
also share my strategies for researching questions and discerning answers. 

• I will be available to meet with you during office hours to help with your 
assignments. Specifically, you should see me before your assigned memos 
are due to get organized for the class discussion. One of the advantages of a 
small seminar is the opportunity to get to know your professor and for me to 
get to know you. I consider the best part of my job to be working with 
students.  

• Materials will on Sakai.  I will add additional materials as I get to know you 
and your interests, and to keep the discussions lively and current.  

 
 
 


