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PLAN 247 Solving Urban Problems 

Fall 2015 

Department of City and Regional Planning 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

Last updated
1
: August 26, 2015 

 

Website: Please visit Sakai 

Location:  Fedex Global Center Room 1005 

Time:  Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30am – 10:45am 

  

Instructor:  Erik Vergel-Tovar  

Contact:  evergel@live.unc.edu 

Office hours:  Tuesday 1:00pm-3:00pm or by appointment 

Room 402, New East Building 

  

Teaching assistant: Allen Lum 

Contact lum.allen@gmail.com  

Office hours: Thursday 1:00pm-3:00pm or by appointment 

Room 402, New East Building 

Description 

This course is an introduction to the activities of professional planners in solving urban 

problems, with a focus on case studies in the US and some international cases. The course 

introduces students to emerging issues as a result of urbanization processes and the complexity 

of regulations and actors involved from the perspective of the planning field. The course is 

designed to teach students about urban issues by planning fields through readings and case 

studies highlighting the intersections that occur across fields as a result of the complexity of 

urban phenomena. Students will learn key concepts in the planning field through readings, group 

discussions, in-class exercises and analyzing critically case studies. Students will have the 

opportunity to conduct a group project throughout the semester by analyzing one City or State as 

a case study. Students will present these group projects following the structured of the course 

individually as well as through group work activity. The course seeks to emphasize the critical 

role group work discussions and activities plays in the planning field in order to respond to urban 

issues. This course is intended for students who are completing a Minor in City and Regional 

Planning as well as those who are simply interested in learning about urban planning. This 
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course is a companion course for PLAN 246: Cities of the Future, which focuses on the history 

of US cities and early urban planning movements.   

Goals 

By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

 Understand theories and concepts about urbanization dynamics and forces shaping cities and 

regions. 

 Understand the origins and some of emerging issues as a result of urbanization and 

suburbanization dynamics in the United States. 

 Learn basic land use planning techniques and tools and some implications of their 

implementation in relation to market and social forces. 

 Understand the interactions between agents and actors and the complexity of addressing 

urban issues in a scenario of multiple interests. 

 Develop critical thinking about urban issues and planning responses and the intersection of 

planning fields when addressing complex urban phenomena. 

 Learn from active learning techniques when analyzing critically case studies that seek to 

address urban issues. 

 Develop communication and collaboration skills through group work activity and discussion. 

 Develop the capacity to analyze and present a group project with a critical approach. 

Methodology 

The course is structured in three parts. The first part discusses basic concepts and introduces 

participants into the practice of urban planning. The second section is structured by planning 

fields focusing on urban issues and planning responses in the US and selected international 

cases. The third section is structured in three sessions of student’s presentations of case studies 

developed throughout the semester. Students will conduct a group project by analyzing one city 

or state of the US through a case study approach structured in the fields covered in the course. 

The instructor and teaching assistant will provide feedback during the semester on milestones 

about each group project. Students will also take a midterm exam about the topics covered in the 

first part of the course and a final exam about the topics covered during the second part of the 

course. 

Communication 

The best way to reach me is to talk with me after class or during my office hours.  If my office 

hours do not fit your schedule, email me and I will work with you to find a suitable time.  I will 

respond to all emails, but generally I do not read email often and it may take as long as 24 hours 

for a response. Please contact me as soon as possible should a medical or family emergency arise 

so that I can work with you to make accommodations. 
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Course Materials 

All readings will be available through Sakai and the UNC Library electronic reserves system. 

Students will receive one week in advance instructions about the case study group discussions. 

Students are expected to do conduct a review of information and literature related to their group 

projects and they will receive feedback on the list of references as a result of this process. 

Students will receive at the beginning of each week an email from the instructor with an online 

article from the news about contemporary urban issues in the US or internationally that will be 

discussed during the first five minutes of each session on Tuesdays.  

Course Assignments and Evaluation 

Honor Code 

The UNC honor Code states: “It shall be the responsibility of every student at The University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill to obey and to support the enforcement of the honor code, which 

prohibits lying, cheating, or stealing when these actions involve academic processes or 

University, student or academic personnel acting in an official capacity.” 

The University Honor Code is in effect, and all assignments must be completed through your 

individual effort unless otherwise instructed. In order to uphold the Honor Code in your written 

assignments, you must properly cite all data, ideas, and information that are not your own. Please 

visit the UNC Writing Center website for information about citations and how to avoid 

plagiarizing: http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/plagiarism.html. 

Each assignment should include the following Honor Pledge on all graded work: “On my honor, 

I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this examination (assignment).” 

Evaluation and Grading  

You are expected to attend all classes; to participate actively in class and group discussions; to 

complete all assigned readings; and, to be prepared to discuss them. Evaluation will be 

conducted at the individual and group levels as following: 

 Class participation and attendance (individual) 10% 

Participation during the sessions and attendance are two requirements for this course. 

Students will be evaluated in terms of: i) class attendance (2.5%); ii) active participation in 

class discussions (2.5%); iii) in-class exercises (2.5%); and, demonstration of completion of 

the readings with the submission of reading notes (2.5%).  

 Group work discussion summaries (group)  10% 

Groups will discuss the readings during the second half of sessions on Thursdays. Each 

group will be evaluated in three ways: i) summary of the group discussion presented by one 

representative of the group before the whole class (2.5%); ii) submission of a matrix form 

provided by the instructor summarizing the results of the group discussion (5%); iii) peers 

http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/plagiarism.html
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evaluation at the end of part one and part two of the course that will be kept confidential 

(2.5%).  

 Midterm exam (individual)    25% 

Students will take a midterm exam individually during the session scheduled in the syllabus 

for that purpose. During the midterm exam students will not be allowed to use laptops, 

smartphones or any other type of electronic devices. Students will be informed about the 

format and material that will be included in the exam two weeks in advance. 

 Case study presentation (group)   10% 

In the third section of this course, groups will present the case studies analyzed during the 

semester. Groups will have 20 minutes to make their presentations during the session. The 

evaluation of the presentation will be conducted based on the following criteria: i) content 

and quality (2.5%); ii) structure (2.5%); iii) communication (2.5%); and, iv) peers evaluation 

that will be kept confidential (2.5%). 

 Final case study report (group)    20% 

The case study report will be a document of approximately 40-50 pages in which students 

will show the analysis of the selected case study examined throughout the semester. The 

evaluation of this report will be conducted in two levels based on the following criteria: 

Individual section in the report (selected field): i) content and quality (4%); ii) clarity of 

writing (4%); references (4%); Group sections in the report (introduction and conclusions): 

i) structure, overall cohesiveness (4%); peers evaluation that will be kept confidential (4%). 

 Final exam (individual)     25% 

Students will take a final exam individually during the session scheduled in the syllabus for 

that purpose. During the final exam students will not be allowed to use laptops, smartphones 

or any other type of electronic devices. Students will be informed about the format and 

material that will be included in the exam two weeks in advance. 

 Extra credit activities        5% 

Students will have the opportunity to gain extra credits (only once for each option) 

individually during the semester. Extra credit activities available for students consist on: i) 

reaction paper on one case study analyzed in part 2 of the course (maximum 5 pages) (2.5%); 

ii) reaction paper on one of the issues discussed in the online articles sent by the instructor at 

the beginning of each week (maximum 5 pages) (2.5%).  

Students will be graded based on the performance scale below: 

A+ 95% 100%  C  66% 70% 

A 90% 95%  C- 62% 66% 

A- 86% 90%  D+ 58% 62% 

B+ 82% 86%  D  54% 58% 

B 78% 82%  D- 50% 54% 
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B- 74% 78%  F 0% 50% 

C+ 70% 74%     

Late assignments 

 If you fail to show up on the day your group is presenting, you will be assigned a 25-page 

research paper in lieu of your presentation. 

 There is a 5-point deduction per day for late group-assignments. 

 If you know you will be unable to be in class for the midterm and/or final exam, please let 

me know as soon as possible. If you miss the midterm and/or the final exam without prior 

notice, you receive an IN for the course and will be assigned a 25-page research paper. 

Discussion and Case Study Sessions 

The instructor and teaching assistant will lead four meetings during the semester in order to 

discuss with each group questions about their respective case study group projects. These 

sessions should also be used in order to receive help for the in-class presentation and exams. 

Attendance is not required and students are welcome to participate in any of these sessions. 
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Summary schedule of sessions and topics 

No. Date Topic Observations 

  PART 1 – Introduction and emerging issues  

1 08/18 Introduction to the course Intro 

2 08/20 Need and nature of planning Group discussion 

3 08/25 Demographics and urbanization Lecture 

4 08/27 Urban and population growth Group discussion 

5 09/01 Urbanization and forces Lecture 

6 09/03 Suburbanization and density Group discussion 

7 09/08 Land use planning regulation Lecture 

8 09/10 Zoning and development regulations Group discussion 

9 09/15 Government, planners and private sector Lecture 

10 09/17 Communities and citizens Group discussion 

  PART 2 – Urban issues and planning responses  

11 09/22 Environmental planning issues: Climate change, GHG emissions Lecture 

12 09/24 Emissions reduction strategies and urban form Case study † 

13 09/29 Land use planning issues: Sprawl Lecture 

14 10/01 Smart growth Case study† 

15 10/06 Transportation planning issues: Travel and transit issues Lecture 

16 10/08 Transit-oriented development  Case study† 

17 10/13 Midterm exam Exam 

18 10/20 Economic development issues: Inner-city decline  Lecture 

19 10/22 Brownfield redevelopment  Case study† 

20 10/27 Housing issues: Affordability Lecture 

21 10/29 Affordable housing and transit Case study† 

22 11/03 Urban design issues: Built environment and health Lecture 

23 11/05 Complete streets and urban design for walking and bicycling Case study† 

24 11/10 Global issues: Shrinking cities Lecture 

25 11/12 Informal settlements Lecture 

  PART 3 – Cities/States case studies  

26 11/17 Student’s presentation Case study†† 

27 11/19 Student’s presentation Case study†† 

28 11/24 Student’s presentation Case study†† 

 11/26 Thanksgiving recess No class 

29 12/01 Student’s presentation Case study†† 

 12/03 Reading Day No class 

30 12/08 Final Exam Exam 

†Students prepare for in-class discussion. 

††Student’s presentations about their case study reports. 
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Structure 

PART 1 – INTRODUCTION AND EMERGING ISSUES 

Readings are to be completed before the class period under which they are listed 

WEEK 1 – INTRO 

Session 1: Introduction to the course, Tuesday, August 18, 2015 

This session will include the following activities: 

- Presentation about the structure and methodology of the course. 

- Organization of students in groups for the semester. 

- Review of the syllabus, assignments, grading system and course feedback procedures. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai) with the presentation of the course. 

 Name tags (to be prepared on class). 

--Activity: submit introduction forms and name tags at the end of this session-- 

Session 2: Need and nature of planning, Thursday, August 20, 2015 

This session will discuss the need and nature of planning.  The first half of this session will 

include one presentation by the instructor. In the second half of this session, students will be 

prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and prepare a summary of 

group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 The nature of planning, Chapter 1, Cullingworth, J. B., Caves, R. (2014), Planning in the 

USA: policies, issues, and processes, London; New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis 

Group, pages 9-37. 

 An overview, Chapter 1, Levy, J. M. (2009), Contemporary urban planning, Upper Saddle 

River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pages 1-7. 

 In-class exercise: assumptions and expectations about planning. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Problem of Urbanization (02:46), From Title: TEDTalks: Geoffrey West—The Surprising 

Math of Cities and Corporations: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48638&loid=166081 

--Assignment: Reading notes week 1 due-- 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48638&loid=166081
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48638&loid=166081
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WEEK 2 – DEMOGRAPHICS  

Session 3: Demographics and urbanization, Tuesday, August 25, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of the demographic perspective in relation to 

urban problems.  

Readings: 

 The Urbanization of Human Population, Chapter 1, Davis, K.; in LeGates, R. T. (2011). The 

City Reader [electronic resource]. London; New York: Routledge. Pages 20-30. 

 Plate 1. The demographic S curves of urbanization, in LeGates, R. T. (2011). The City 

Reader [electronic resource]. London; New York: Routledge, page 83b. 

 The State of the World’s Cities, Chapter 1, Moor, J.H., Warah, R.; in Birch, E.L., (2009): 

Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge. Pages 7-

13. 

Resources:  

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Population Explosion (02:01), From Title: Population Six Billion: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=10919&loid=30599 

Session 4: Urban and population growth, Thursday, August 27, 2015 

The first half of this session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

differences between regions and countries in terms of population growth and challenges in 

relation to urbanization dynamics. In the second half of the session, students will be prepared to 

discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and the video in order to prepare a 

summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Urban and Rural Population Growth and World Urbanization Prospects, Chapter 2, United 

Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2015). World 

Urbanization Prospects: The 2014 Revision, (ST/ESA/SER.A/366), pages 21-44. 

 The Promise of Urban Growth, From State of World Population, United Nations Population 

Fund, Chapter 40, in Birch, E.L., (2009): Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. 

London; New York: Routledge, pages 347-355. 

 Development and the City, by Michael Goldman, Miraftab, F., & Kudva, N. (2014): Editors, 

Part II Making the “Third World City”, Cities of the Global South Reader, Routledge, pages 

54-65. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=10919&loid=30599
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=10919&loid=30599
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Resources:  

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Accelerated Urbanization (03:15), From Title: Great Cities: Rise of the Megalopolis: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40204&loid=65030 

--City/State case study assignment: selection of case study with the rationale due-- 

 

WEEK 3 – URBANIZATION  

Session 5: Urbanization and forces, Tuesday, September 1, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of urbanization in the US.  

Readings: 

 Urbanization, Chapter 2, Cullingworth, J. B., Caves, R. (2014), Planning in the USA: 

policies, issues, and processes, London; New York: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 

pages 41-57. 

 Megaforces Shaping the Future of the Nation’s Cities, Chapter 2, US DHUD, in Birch, E.L., 

(2009): Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge. 

Pages 14-20. 

Resources:  

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Urban Growth (01:12), From Title: Prelinger Archives: The Changing City: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241655 

Session 6: Suburbanization and density, Thursday, September 3, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

suburbanization in the US. In the second half of the session, students will be prepared to discuss 

in groups critically the content of the readings in order to prepare a summary of group 

discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Jackson, K., The Drive-in Culture of Contemporary America: from Crabgrass Frontier: The 

Suburbanization of the United States (1985), in LeGates, R. T. (2011). The City Reader 

[electronic resource]. London; New York: Routledge, pages 65-74. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40204&loid=65030
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40204&loid=65030
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241655
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241655
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 Suburbia: Homeland of the American Future, Kotkin, J., in Birch, E.L., (2009): Editor; The 

Urban and Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge. Pages 41-46. 

 Density in Communities, or the Most Important Factor in Building Urbanity, Lozano, E.; in 

Larice, M., Macdonald, E., (2007): Editor; The Urban Design Reader. London; New York: 

Routledge. Pages 312-327. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Suburban Growth (01:00), From Title: Prelinger Archives: The Changing City: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241656 

--City/State case study feedback: case study selection-- 

--Assignment: Reading notes week 3 due-- 

 

WEEK 4 – REGULATION  

Session 7: Land use planning regulation, Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of planning and regulation issues in the US.  

Readings: 

 The Land Planning Arena, Kaiser, E.J., Godschalk, D.R., Chapin Jr, F.S., in Birch, E.L., 

(2009): Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge. 

Pages 207-215. 

 The Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 8, Levy, J. M. (2009), Contemporary urban planning, 

Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pages 124-136. 

 Urban Planning and Regulation: The Challenge of The Market, Dierwechter, Y., Thornley, 

A.; in Crane, R., Weber, R. (2012): Editors, The Oxford Handbook of Urban Planning. 

[electronic resource]. Oxford University Press. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Land Use Planning (02:10), From Title: Portland: A Sense of Place—e2 transport: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=56032&loid=227925 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241656
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=53801&loid=241656
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=56032&loid=227925
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=56032&loid=227925
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Session 8: Zoning and development regulations, Thursday, September 10, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

zoning and development regulation issues in the US. In the second half of the session, students 

will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and prepare a summary 

of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Shaping Cities through Development Regulations, Chapter 26, Barnett, J.; in Birch, E.L., 

(2009): Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge. 

Pages 216-225. 

 The techniques of zoning and subdivision regulation, Chapter 8, Cullingworth, J. B., Caves, 

R. (2014), Planning in the USA: policies, issues, and processes, London; New York: 

Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, pages 142-175. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Burlington's Zoning Laws and Permit Process (05:37), From Title: Housing America: 

Demographics and Development: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=32375&loid=36270 

--City/State case study assignment: list of references case study analysis in one page due-- 

 

WEEK 5 – ACTORS 

Session 9: Government, planners and private sector, Tuesday, September 15, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of the role of government in planning practice 

and the connection between the real estate industry and planning. 

Readings: 

 Planning and Politics, Chapter 6, Levy, J. M. (2009), Contemporary urban planning, Upper 

Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pages 93-107. 

 Governments as Planners, Chapter 3, Johnson, W.C., (1997) Urban Planning and Politics, 

American Planning Association APA, pages 33-48. 

 The Real Estate Development Industry, Charney, I., in Crane, R., Weber, R. (2012): Editors, 

The Oxford Handbook of Urban Planning. Oxford University Press. 

Resources:  

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=32375&loid=36270
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=32375&loid=36270
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 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Real Estate Development: Creative Development Solutions (02:47), From Title: Private 

Property vs. The Public Trust—A Fred Friendly Seminar: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30905&loid=51926 

Session 10: Communities and citizens, Thursday, September 17, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

nongovernmental actors and citizen participation issues in planning. In the second half of the 

session, students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and 

prepare a summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 The Web of Planning Participants, Chapter 4, Johnson, W.C., (1997) Urban Planning and 

Politics, American Planning Association APA, pages 49-64. 

 The Civics of Urban Planning, Sirianni, C., Girourd, J., in Crane, R., Weber, R. (2012): 

Editors, The Oxford Handbook of Urban Planning. Oxford University Press. 

 A Ladder of Citizen Participation, Arnstein, S., in LeGates, R. T. (2011). The City Reader 

[electronic resource]. London; New York: Routledge, pages 238-250. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Development Debate (01:50), From Title: TEDTalks: Majora Carter—Majora Carter: 

Greening the Ghetto: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48303&loid=147902 

--City/State case study feedback: list of references— 

--Assignment: Reading notes week 5 due-- 

 

  

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30905&loid=51926
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30905&loid=51926
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48303&loid=147902
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=48303&loid=147902
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PART 2 – URBAN ISSUES AND PLANNING RESPONSES 

Readings are to be completed before the class period under which they are listed 

This section of the course focuses on some urban issues and planning responses. Students are 

expected to understand complex urban phenomena and planning responses to address some of 

these issues through readings and case studies. Students will learn different approaches to 

analyze case studies in order to prepare their case study reports and presentations that will be 

developed throughout the course. 

 

WEEK 6 – ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING ISSUES 

Session 11: Climate change: GHG emissions, Tuesday, September 22, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of environmental planning issues in the US 

focusing on climate change and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Readings: 

 Environmental Planning, Daniels, T.L., Daniels, K., in Part 6, Key Topics in Urban and 

Regional Planning, Birch, E.L., (2009): Editor; The Urban and Regional Planning Reader. 

London; New York: Routledge, pages 297-306. 

 Urbanization and the Challenge of Climate Change, Chapter 1, Cities and Climate Change, 

UN HABITAT (2011), Global Report on Human Settlements, pages 1-16. 

 Emerging trends in Planning, Development, and Climate Change, Chapter 2, Ewing, R., 

Bartholomew, K., Winkelman, S. (2009), in Growing Cooler: Evidence on Urban 

Development and Climate Change, Urban Land Institute, pages 17-36. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 The Greenhouse Effect and Global Warming (03:03), From Title: Thinking Globally, Acting 

Locally about Your Environment: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=11402&loid=35182 

Session 12: Emissions reduction strategies and urban form, Thursday, September 24, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

emissions reduction strategies and urban form. In the second half of the session there will be 

group discussion about the case study. Students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=11402&loid=35182
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=11402&loid=35182
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the content of the readings and prepare a summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of 

the session. 

Readings: 

 Emissions reduction strategies, Chapter 5, Boswell, M.R., Greve, A.I., Seale, T.L., in Local 

climate action planning (2012), [electronic resource] Washington, DC: Island Press, pages 

115-151. 

 Compact, Decentralised or What? The Sustainable City Debate, Frey, H., in Part Six: 

Contemporary Challenges and Responses, Larice, M., Macdonald, E.(2007): Editors, The 

Urban Design Reader, London; New York: Routledge, pages 328-343. 

Case Study (instructions sent the previous week):  

 California’s Climate Change Planning: Policy Innovation and Structural Hurdles, Chapter 10, 

Wheeler, S.; in Davoudi, S., Crawford, J., Mehmood, A. (2009): Editors, Planning for 

climate change: strategies for mitigation and adaptation for spatial planners, London; 

Sterling, VA: Earthscan, pages 125-135. 

Resources:  

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Environmental Problems in California (02:11), From Title: e2 | energy: State of Resolve: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40991&loid=70884 

--City/State case study assignment: introduction of case study analysis report due— 

--City/State case study activity: Date and time for the first discussion and case study session 

is determined – 

 

WEEK 7 – LAND USE PLANNING ISSUES 

Session 13: Sprawl, Tuesday, September 29, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about sprawl. 

Readings: 

 “What is Sprawl?”, Gilham, O.; in Larice, M., Macdonald, E. (2007): Editors, The Urban 

Design Reader, London; New York: Routledge, pages 287-307. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40991&loid=70884
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=40991&loid=70884
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 The Causes of Sprawl, Bruegmann, R., in LeGates, R. T. (2011). The City Reader [electronic 

resource]. London; New York: Routledge, pages 211-221. 

 Suburban Sprawl and “Smart Growth”, Song, Y.; in Crane, R., Weber, R. (2012): Editors, 

The Oxford Handbook of Urban Planning. Oxford University Press. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Urban Sprawl (04:15), From Title: Sprawl: Inner Cities and Outer Suburbs—A Fred Friendly 

Seminar: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=522 

Session 14: Smart growth, Thursday, October 1, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about smart growth 

techniques responding to some urban issues but focusing on sprawl. In the second half of the 

session there will be group discussion about the case study. Students will be prepared to discuss 

in groups critically the content of the readings and prepare a summary of group discussions to be 

shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Growth Management, Smart Growth, and Sustainable Development, Chapter 14, Levy, J. M. 

(2009), Contemporary urban planning, Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, 

pages 266-290. 

 Smart Growth: Why We Discuss It More than We Do It, Downs, A. (2007) Journal of the 

American Planning Association, Volume 71 No. 4, pages 367-378. 

Case study (instructions sent the previous week):  

 Goal 14: Urbanization, Chapter 4, The Oregon Land Use Program: An Assessment of 

Selected Goals, pages 76-98. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Growth Management and Choice (06:58), From Title: Sprawl: Inner Cities and Outer 

Suburbs—A Fred Friendly Seminar: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=538 

--City/State case study feedback: introduction of case study analysis report-- 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=522
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=522
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=538
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=30907&loid=538
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WEEK 8 – TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ISSUES 

Session 15: Travel and transit issues, Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of travel and transit issues in the US. 

Readings: 

 Transportation Planning, Chapter 12, Levy, J. M. (2009), Contemporary urban planning, 

Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson/Prentice Hall, pages 225-247. 

 Public Transportation, Chapter 8, Pucher, J., in Hanson, S., Giuliano, G. (2004): Editors, The 

Geography of Urban Transportation, pages 199-236. 

 The Urban Mobility Challenge, Chapter 1, Planning and Design for Sustainable Mobility, 

UN HABITAT (2013), Global Report on Human Settlements, pages 1-14. 

Resources:  

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Suburbs and Transportation (02:08), From Title: Suburban America: Problems & Promise: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115479 

Session 16: Transit-oriented development TOD, Thursday, October 8, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

transit-oriented development as a response to issues such as traffic congestion and sprawl. In the 

second half of the session there will be group discussion about the readings and the case study. 

Students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and prepare a 

summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Defining Transit-Oriented Development: The New Regional Building Block, Dittmar, H., 

Poticha, S., in Dittmar, H., Ohland, G. (2004): Editors, The New Transit Town: Best 

Practices In Transit-Oriented Development, pages 19-40. 

 Transit-Oriented Development: An Overview, Chapter 1, in Transit-Oriented Development 

in the United States: Experiences, Challenges, and Prospects, TCRP Report 102 (2004), 

Washington, D.C.: Transportation Research Board, pages 3-12. 

 Public Transport and Sustainable Urbanism: Global Lessons, Chapter 3, Cervero, R., in Part 

I: The Context for Transit Oriented Development, Curti, C., Renne, J.L., Bertolini, L. (2009): 

Editors, Transit Oriented Development: Making it Happen, Ashgate Publishing Limited, 

England, USA, pages 23-35. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115479
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115479
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Case Study (instructions sent the previous week): 

 Transit-Oriented for All, The Case for Mixed-Income Transit-Oriented Communities in the 

Bay Area, The Great Communities Collaborative (2007), pages 17-44. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Transit Oriented Development (03:24), From Title: Sprawling from Grace: Driven to 

Madness: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176043 

--City/State case study activity: Date and time for the second discussion and case study 

session is determined-- 

 

WEEK 9 – MIDTERM EXAM 

Session 17: Midterm Exam, Tuesday, October 13, 2015  

The midterm exam will focus on the first part of the course (introduction and emerging issues). 

This exam seeks to assess the understanding of students about urbanization issues and planning 

tools covered in the first part of the course. 

 

WEEK 10 – ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PLANNING ISSUES 

Session 18: Inner-city decline, Tuesday, October 20, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of inner-city decline and poverty issues in the 

US. 

Readings: 

 Redefining the Field of Local Economic Development, Fitzgerald, J., Leigh, N.G. (2002) in 

Economic revitalization: Cases and strategies for city and suburb, Thousand Oaks, Calif.: 

Sage Publications, pages 9-38. 

 Planning, Urban Revitalization and Inner City: An Exploration of Structural Racism, Ross, 

C.L., Leigh, N.G. (2000), Journal of Planning Literature, Volume 14, No. 3, pages 367-380. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176043
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176043
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 Hopeful Signs: U.S. Urban Revitalization in the Twenty-first Century, Birch, E.L., in Part 6, 

Key Topics in Urban and Regional Planning, Birch, E.L., (2009): Editor; The Urban and 

Regional Planning Reader. London; New York: Routledge pages 307-315. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Poverty in the United States: Philadelphia (03:41), From Title: Decaying Cities: Reclaiming 

the Rust Belt: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=35282&loid=25774 

Session 19: Brownfield Redevelopment, Thursday, October 22, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

brownfield redevelopment as an approach to address inner-city issues in the US. In the second 

half of the session, students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the 

readings and prepare a summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 The Brownfield Redevelopment Challenge, Chapter 3, Fitzgerald, J., Leigh, N.G. (2002) in 

Economic revitalization: Cases and strategies for city and suburb, Thousand Oaks, Calif.: 

Sage Publications, pages 69-101. 

Case Study (instructions sent the previous week): 

 Case Studies, Chapter 5, Hollander, J. B., Kirkwood, N., Gold, J. L. (2010), Principles of 

Brownfield Regeneration: Cleanup, Design, and Reuse of Derelict Land [electronic 

resource]. Washington: Island Press, pages 65-119. 

Resources: 

 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Brownfields Revitalization (04:37), From Title: Brownfield Basics: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=33811&loid=25019 

 

--City/State case study activity: Date and time for the third discussion and case study 

session is determined – 

 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=35282&loid=25774
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=35282&loid=25774
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=33811&loid=25019
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=33811&loid=25019
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WEEK 11 – HOUSING ISSUES 

Session 20: Affordability, Tuesday, October 27, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of housing trends in the US focusing on the 

affordability issue. 

Readings: 

 Trends, Patterns, Problems, Chapter 2, Schwartz, A.F. (2006), Housing Policy in the United 

States: An Introduction, New York: Routledge, pages 11-45. 

 Affordable Housing in the United States: A Short History, Chapter 2, Mallach, A. (2009), in 

A Decent Home: Planning, Building, and Preserving Affordable Housing, Chicago: 

American Planning Association Planners Press, pages 29-52. 

 How do we know when housing is affordable?, Glaeser, E.L., Gyuorko , J., (2008), 

Rethinking federal housing policy: how to make housing plentiful and affordable, 

Washington, D.C.: AEI Press, pages 16-23. 

 Commuting to opportunity: The working poor and commuting in the United States, Roberto, 

E. (2008), Metropolitan Policy Program, Brookings, Transportation Reform Series for The 

Metropolitan Policy Program at Brookings, pages 1-20. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Affordable Housing (02:18), From Title: Suburban America: Problems & Promise: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115480 

Session 21: Affordable housing and transit, Thursday, October 29, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of the 

relationship between affordable housing and transit issues in the US. In the second half of the 

session, students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and 

prepare a summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

 Neighborhood Change and Transit: What We Know, Chapter 2, Pollack, S., Bluestone, B., 

Billingham, C. (2010), in Maintaining Diversity In America’s Transit-Rich Neighborhoods: 

Tools for Equitable Neighborhood Change, Dukakis Center for Urban and Regional Policy, 

pages 16-20. 

 Bringing Equity to Transit-Oriented Development: Stations, Systems and Regional 

Resilience, Chapter 5, Pendall, R., Gainsborough, J., Lowe, K., Nguyen, M., in Turner, M.A., 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115480
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=47255&loid=115480
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Wial, H., Wolman, H. (2008): Editors, Urban and regional policy and its effects, 

Washington, D.C. : Brookings Institution Press, pages 148-156. 

Case Study (instructions sent the previous week): 

 Realizing the potential: One year later – Housing opportunities near transit in a changing 

market, Center for Transit-Oriented Development (2008), prepared for United States 

Department of Transportation and the Federal Transit Administration. 

 Bringing Equity to Transit-Oriented Development: Stations, Systems and Regional 

Resilience, Chapter 5, Pendall, R., Gainsborough, J., Lowe, K., Nguyen, M., in Turner, M.A., 

Wial, H., Wolman, H. (2008): Editors, Urban and regional policy and its effects, 

Washington, D.C. : Brookings Institution Press, pages 156-192. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Desegregating Urban Design (02:49), From Title: Sprawling from Grace: Driven to Madness: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176044 

 

WEEK 12 – URBAN DESIGN ISSUES 

Session 22: Built environment and health, Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of urban design issues focusing on the 

relationship between the built environment and health in the US. 

Readings: 

 Planning and Urban Design, Chapter 3, Lopez, R. (2012), in Public Health/Environmental 

Health: Built Environment and Public Health (2nd Edition), [electronic resource] San 

Francisco: Jossey-Bass, pages 43-65. 

 Urban Design Characteristics, Chapter 9, Frank, L.D., Engelke, P.O., Schmid, T.L., (2003), 

in Health and Community Design, The Impact of The Built Environment on Physical Activity, 

pages 152-177.   

 Glossary, Frank, L.D., Engelke, P.O., Schmid, T.L., (2003), in Health and Community 

Design, The Impact of The Built Environment on Physical Activity, pages 217-221.  

 Obesity, Physical Activity, and the Urban Environment: Public Health Research Needs, 

Lopez, R.P., Hynes, H.P. (2009), in Urban Health, Readings in the Social, Built, and 

Physical Environments of the US Cities, Jones and Bartlett Publishers, pages 169-185. 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176044
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51952&loid=176044
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 Promoting Walking and Bicycling: Assessing the Evidence to Assist Planners, Forsyth, A., 

Krizek, K. (2010), Built Environment, pages 429-446. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Walking Exercise (03:17), From Title: Obesity in America: A National Crisis: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=44798&loid=140511 

Session 23: Complete streets and urban design for walking and bicycling, Thursday, 

November 5, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

complete streets and the walking and bicycling issues as part of the urban design field. In the 

second half of the session, students will be prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of 

the readings and prepare a summary of group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings:  

 “Traffic Calming”, from Sustainability and Cities: Overcoming Automobile Dependence, 

Newman, P., Kenworthy, J., in Wheeler, S.M., Beatley, T. (2004): Editors, The Urban 

Design Reader, London; New York: Routledge, pages 123-129. 

 Implementing Complete Streets in North Carolina, Chapter 1, (2012), in North Carolina 

Complete Streets Planning and Design Guidelines (2012), North Carolina Department of 

Transportation, pages 8-16. 

 Urban Design: Is there a Distinctive View from the Bicycle?, Forsyth, A., Krizek, K. (2011), 

Journal of Urban Design, Volume 16, No.4, pages 531-549. 

 Increasing Physical Activity through Community Design: A Guide for Public Health 

Practitioners. Washington:  National Center for Bicycling & Walking (2010) 

http://www.bikewalk.org/pdfs/2010/IPA_full.pdf  

Case Study (instructions sent the previous week):  

 Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center, Case Study Compendium (2010) 

 Additional reading (TBD) 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Bogotá's Greenway (02:21), From Title: The People’s City: How Bogotá Succeeded in 

Reducing Traffic Congestion and Smog: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=43706&loid=107418 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=44798&loid=140511
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=44798&loid=140511
http://www.bikewalk.org/pdfs/2010/IPA_full.pdf
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=43706&loid=107418
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=43706&loid=107418


22 

 

--City/State case study activity: Date and time for the fourth and last discussion and case 

study session is determined – 

 

WEEK 13 – GLOBAL ISSUES 

Session 24: Shrinking Cities, Tuesday, November 10, 2015 

At the beginning of this session, we will focus on discussing critically the online article 

submitted to the students by the instructor the day before via email. The session will include a 

presentation by the instructor about an overview of shrinking cities with an international 

perspective. 

Readings: 

 Theoretical Approaches of “Shrinking Cities”, Chapter 2, Cunningham-Sabot, E., Audirac, I., 

Fol, S., Martinez-Fernandez, C., in Pallagast, K., Wiechmann, T., Martinez-Fernandez, C. 

(2014): Editors, Shrinking Cities, International Perspectives and Policy Implications, New 

York, NY: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, pages 14-30. 

 International shrinking cities: analysis, classification, and prospects, Chapter 2, Cox, W., in 

Richardson, H.W., Nam, C.W. (2014): Editors, Shrinking Cities, A Global Perspective, 

Abingdon, Oxon; New York: Routledge, pages 11-27. 

 Urbanisation, city and city system in Japan between development and shrinking: coping with 

shrinking cities in times of demographic change, Chapter 2, Flüchter, W., in Brumann, C., 

Schulz, E. (2012): Editors, Urban Spaces in Japan, Cultural and social perspectives, 

London; New York: Routledge, pages 15-36. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Urban Redevelopment Needed (02:12), From Title: Europe: Where Have All the Children 

Gone?: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51937&loid=173521 

Session 25: Informal settlements, Thursday, November 12, 2015 

The first half of the session will include a presentation by the instructor about an overview of 

informal settlements with a global perspective. In the second half of the session, students will be 

prepared to discuss in groups critically the content of the readings and prepare a summary of 

group discussions to be shared at the end of the session. 

Readings: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51937&loid=173521
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=51937&loid=173521
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 The Prevalence of Slums, Chapter 2, Davis, M. (2006), Planet of Slums, London; New York: 

Verso, pages 20-49. 

 Cities with Slums, Mukhija, V., in Crane, R., Weber, R. (2012): Editors, The Oxford 

Handbook of Urban Planning. [electronic resource]. Oxford University Press. 

 Urban Informality: Toward an Epistemology of Planning, Roy, A. (2005), Journal of the 

American Planning Association, Volume 71, No. 2, pages 147-158. 

Resources: 

 Power point presentation (available on Sakai the day of this session). 

 Parque Biblioteca España (02:27), From Title: Colombia and Venezuela: A South American 

Journey, with Jonathan Dimbleby: 

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.

aspx?aid=4059&xtid=52580&loid=179209 

 

--City case study activity: Dates and time of student’s presentations are determined-- 

 

  

http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=52580&loid=179209
http://libproxy.lib.unc.edu/login?url=http://digital.films.com.libproxy.lib.unc.edu/PortalPlaylists.aspx?aid=4059&xtid=52580&loid=179209


24 

 

PART 3 – CASE STUDIES 

This section of the course focuses on urban problems by fields and planning responses through 

selected case studies. Students are expected to understand complex urban phenomena and 

responses to address these issues through planning tools or techniques. Students will select a 

Metropolitan Area or State for their respective case study group activity. Groups will prepare a 

case study report structured in the planning fields covered in part 2 of the course (environment, 

land use, transportation, economic development, housing and urban design). Groups will have 

five students and each group will determine how each member of the team will be responsible 

for one section of the case study report. Each section should be no more than 10 pages 

(excluding references) with a critical approach towards one urban problem and how it was solved 

(or not). The group should prepare collectively the introduction and conclusion sections of the 

case study report. The deadline for the submission of the case study report is December 1, 2015. 

Students are expected to review documents and the literature about their case studies during the 

semester.  

WEEK 14 – CASE STUDIES  

Session 26: Student’s presentations, Tuesday, November 17, 2015 

 Case Study 1 

 Case Study 2 

 Case Study 3 

Session 27: Student’s presentations, Thursday, November 19, 2015  

 Case Study 4 

 Case Study 5 

 Summary of lessons learned from case studies 

WEEK 15 – CASE STUDIES 

Session 28: Student’s presentations, Tuesday, November 24, 2015 

 Case Study 6 

 Case Study 7 

 Case Study 8 

Thanksgiving Day: No class, Thursday, November 26, 2015 

WEEK 16 – CASE STUDIES 

Session 29: Student’s presentations, Tuesday, December 1, 2015 

 Case Study 9 

 Case Study 10 

 Summary of lessons learned from case studies 

--Final reports of case studies due-- 
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Reading day: No class, Thursday, December 3, 2015 

WEEK 17 – FINAL EXAM  

Session 30: Final Exam, Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

The final exam will focus on the second part of the course (urban problems and planning 

responses). This exam seeks to assess the understanding of students about complex urban 

phenomena and how planning interventions aimed to address them.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

© 2015, Erik Vergel-Tovar, prepared based on previous versions. 


